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ecially noticed for their good health, which I attri-

L the first place to the quantity of bread and meat

gave them, and still more to the plentiful supply of

Mch I was able to obtain by an arrangement with

its of Polotsk.    Those kind fathers, all French, had

farm at Luchonski with a distillery of corn brandy,

he approach of war the workmen had all fled to the

ry, taking their  stills  and  apparatus, so that the

;ture had stopped, and the brethren had lost part of

some.    Meanwhile the assemblage of the army about

a had made alcohol so scarce and so dear that the

-men made several days' journey to Wilna to fetch it.

red to me then to make a treaty with the Jesuits, under

was to protect their distillers, and make my soldiers

the necessary corn, on condition that my regiment

lave every day a share of the resulting brandy.    My

L was accepted; the monks derived great profit from

of their spirit in the camp, and I was able to serve

iree times a day to my men, who since they crossed

men had drunk nothing but water.

aow that these details seem at first sight superfluous,

recall them with pleasure, because the care which I

my men saved the lives of many of them, and kept

ctive strength of the 23rd Chasseurs far above that of

.er cavalry regiment in the army corps.    This gained

sstimony of the Emperor's satisfaction, of which I will

ater on.   I took two other precautions which saved the

many of my troopers : the first was compelling them

provide themselves with sheepskin-overcoats, such as

\ be found in plenty in the deserted villages.    Soldiers

children, and one has to take care of them in spite of

Ives.    My men declared at first that these greatcoats

seless and overweighted their horses; but by the time

ctober began they were very glad to put them under

iloaks, and when the great cold came on they thanked

compelling them to keep them.   My second precaution

send to the rear of the army all troopers who had lost

.orses by the enemy's fire, or by breaking down.   There

tj 2tember, and so far the weather was very mild;
